February 2026

il Giornale di Gabriele

In Schenectady Since 1915

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

February is here: It's a short month but a
busy month at the Lodge. As I am writing |
this letter, we have 389 members renew
their membership. At the end of 2025 we
had 430 members, so that is a loss of 41
members. Out of the 41 members only 29 | =
said NO the other 12 did not respond. I
would like to thank Tom Tegiacchi for call-
ing all the members who did not send in
their dues.

Our dues are $70 per year and $45, if you are a member for 25 years
and over 65 years old. Out of the money we collect we must pay $35 per
member to the Grand Lodge so that leaves us only $35 and $10 from
long-term members, that’s not a lot of money to run the lodge. We have
a lot of expenses, National Grid, Cable, Insurance, Newsletter, Cleaning,
Maintenance, to name only a few there are many more. So, when we lose
41 members it hurts. So, we must count more on our fundraising to offset
our expenses.

Our first fundraiser of the New Year was a Chicken Parm Drive Thru we
only sold 67 dinners. Not a great turnout. I would like to thank Franca Del-
la Porta & Carolann Renna for Chairing the event and all the workers who
prepared the food and helped package it.

We will be having a Valentine Dinner on February 14th at 6pm. The dinner
will be Shrimp Cocktail, Salad, NY Strip Steak, Baked Potato, Vegetable &
Dessart. The cost will be $40. Please get your tickets early. Tickets need
to be paid in advance. The Chair person for the dinner is Dom Cafarelli.
The legend of St. Valentine he was a priest who lived in Rome. Empire
Clau- dius decided that single men were better soldiers that those with
wives and families. So, he outlawed marriage. Valentine defied Claudius
and pre- formed marriages in secret. When Claudius found out he put
Valentine to death.

Our next all you can eat breakfast will be on February 22nd from S to
11am. Please plan on attending. Coming back after many years will be our
Luncheon for the ladies La Festa della donna on Sunday March 8th at 1pm.
Tickets will be $30 paid in advance. The chair ladies for the event will be
Lisa Serafini, Franca DellaPorta. More info to follow.

As always, Please help support the Lodges Fundraising Events, they help to
keep the Lodge going strong.

Joseph A. Battaglia
President

[{b “like" us on

facebook

B

OSDIA Officer 2025-2026

President Joe Battaglia

Immediate Past President Louis Fazzone
1st Vice President Dom Cafarelli

2nd Vice President Anthony Cervera

Orator Dave Denofio

Recording Secretary Francis Pugliese
Corresponding Secretary- Janice Libertucci
Financial Secretary Carmen Libertucci
Treasurer Fred Mastroianni

Principal Trustee Ray Haines

Trustees James Battaglia, Dave Bonitatibus,
Anna Califano, John DeGeorgio, John Della Porta,
Michael Masucci, Carolann Renna, Joe Restifo,
Brian Vattimo

Mistresses of Ceremony Franca Della Porta,
Lena Pasquariello

Sentinel Barry Van Steele

NYS Trustee Lisa Serafini

Dist. 6 Deputy Anthony Geddes

Lodge Chaplain Rev. Dominic Isopo
Membership Chairperson Dom Cafarelli
Public & Community Relations Cesare Maniccia
Fund-Raising Anthony Cervera

Kitchen Chairpersons Amerigo Reale

House Chairpersons John DeGeorgio

Hall Rentals Richard Pidgeon

Bar Chairperson Joseph Restifo

Cultural Affairs Chairperson Cesare Maniccia
Photographers & Newsletter Gene Loparco,
Groundskeeper Giuseppe Riccio

Veterans Affairs Chair Eugene Loparco

Upcoming Meetings

Officers’ Meeting Feb 2 7 :00PM
General Meeting Feb 16 7:00PM
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SUPER BOWL PARTY — FEBRUARY 8TH ~ CANCELLE)
It's Super Bowl time which means it's party time! Once again
the Lodge will be having its annual Super Bowl Party and, as
always, there will be plenty of food and drink. Doors open at
5 PM and the evening begins with a pre-game buffet which in-
cludes penne pasta, meatballs and sausage. Halftime is pizza
and wings time followed by coffee and dessert. Throughout
the evening pitchers of Coors Light will be available at $6 per
pitcher. The game will be shown on the Lodge’s movie screen
as well as two other television sets. All for $25 per person. Call
the Lodge at 518 355-7500 ASAP to reserve a spot. It will be
the best deal in town!

SUNDAY BREAKFAST —FEBRUARY 22ND [ :"Qf\c-d ”%L-l,)
The monthly Sunday Breakfast for Eebruary will be on February
22 from 9-11 AM. The monthly breakfasts are a great way to
start Sunday morning and have been well attended. Those at-
tending enjoy a nice breakfast and pleasant conversation with
their neighbors and friends. There is plenty of food for $10 per
person. No reservations needed, p'LEIic welcome, just walk in
and enjoy! . )

AIHA PRESENTS SPECIAL EXHIBIT

The American Italian Heritage Museum is presenting a special
exhibit for the months of February and March featuring the
works of James Robinson (Gucci). The exhibit is entitled “Bibli-
cal, Patriotic & Roman Art”. Robinson’s work is an eclectic range
of graphics, drawings and paintings which include documenta-
ry/military works, local portraits, landscapes, architectural art,
romantic works, biblical works and logo and book cover designs.
Robinson is of Italian descent on his mother’s side. There will
be a reception at the museum on Saturday, February 14th from
1 to 3 pm for those wishing to meet Mr. Robinson. All are wel-
come. Please call the museum at 518 435-1979 for further
information.

The museum also offers bi-weekly sessions in which attendees
can practice their Italian. Lodge member Joe Anastasio is the
leader. The sessions are informal and offer a great way for in-
dividuals to learn and improve their Italian language skills. The
sessions are held on Tuesday at 1 pm on February 3rd and 17th
and March 3rd and 17th. Please call Joe at 518 489-8156 for
further information.

: VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER — FEBRUARY 14TH
A special dinner is being prepared for this year’s Valentine’s Day
dinner. It will be a steak dinner; the first steak dinner that the

Lodge has scheduled in-many, many years! The dinner will be

held at 6 pm on Saturday February 14th. The menu will include
New York Strip Steak, baked potato, salad, coffee and dessert
for $40 per person. Music and dancing will follow dinner. Only
a limited number of tickets will be sold so it is important that
reservations be made as quickly as possible. The dinner will
sell out. Please call the Lodge at 518 355-7500 for reservations.

BUSINESS CARD ADS

Any member, interested in having their Business Card, in

321’s Newsletter; Please, contact Fran Pugliese 518 372-8798
OR email Fran, at: puganthony@aol.com

ITALY IN FEBRUARY

What is Italy like in February? February falls in Italy’s winter
season, so expect cold to milder temperatures. However, it is
a vast country with various weather conditions depending on
where you are.

Rome Weather in February: February is a lovely time to wander
around Rome. Expect the daily temperatures to hover around
46.4°F (8°C), averaging between 37-57°F (3-14°C). The city
is no stranger to occasional heavy downpours during this time,
with an average of seven rainy days or 2.4 inches (60mm).
Otherwise, the weather is mild overall and perfect for sightseeing.

With milder temperatures between 37-57°F (3-14°C), Rome is
an outstanding destination in February, It's one of the warmer
cities during this time, with occasional showers and sunshine.
It's warm in the sun and chilly in the shade, making it the perfect
weather for sightseeing.

For more info visit: https://untolditaly.com/italy-in-february/

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

The Volunteer of the Month for February is Romeo Niro. Romeo
joined the Sons of Italy in 1979 and has been one of the Lodge’s
most active members since day one. Romeo has enjoyed a long
and successful career as a painter and the Lodge has taken
advantage of Romeo’s skill on a number of occasions. When a
room needed painting or just some touch-up, Romeo was al-
ways available and rose to the occasion. When a bartender was
missing Romeo' was there to fill the gap. And on many, many
occasions he could be found in the kitchen helping out. Romeo,
thanks for all the help!

Liberty ® Equality e Fraternity
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Dino Viscusi

A g ' Licensed Conrracron
A o, W 124 Giffords Church Rd
) . Svire 1
= i, ® Schenecrady, NY 12306
ectric
Elﬁ 8 cell: 518-765-7666
LICENSED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR office/fax $18-396-6707
info@dvelecrricine.com www.facebook.com/dvelectric

LITZ & LITZ, ESQS.

Family owned and operated since 1952
Phone: (518) 372-3329 Fax: (518) 372-3358

Kenneth P. Litz, Esq. kplitz@litzandlitz.com
Joseph L. Litz, Esq. jllitz@litzandlitz.com

143 Clinton Street Schenectady, New York 12305

Proud Member

Schmid Cleaning FCM Engincering PLLC

Since 1995 Fred C. Mastroianni, P.E.
Principal Engineer

518-573-7676  518-573-3962 : |
SCHMIDCLEANING@AOL.COM ;Cs;spnﬂg% C sesaem
www.schmidcleaning.com b L

In Memory of PEDE & SONS

Antonio and Angela Viscusi
e, T

Italian Specialty Foods )

. . . Cheese & Beef Ravioli's
Antonio Viscusi Cash & Carry Manicotti sTortellini sGnocchi

Angela Viscusi®

LR, 1992 Wholesale/Retail CavatellisLasagna Sheets
Amorosi 8 Squille OPEN Stuffed Rigatoni&Stuffed Shells
Provincia di Benevento Provincia di Caserta FO.4 y Imported Cheese %Cold Cuts
o M-F 9-4:30 Sat 9-2 Pasta % Canned Tomatoes
Together in life, 582 D ;
A e ot . uanesburg Rd. AnnMarie Pede
United in marriage in 1959 in Albany, New Yorlk, Schenectady, NY 12306 Bus. (51 8) 355-5437

And now reunited in eternity

Liberty o Equality e Fraternity
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HALL RENTALS
The Lodge has two halls available for rent. The large hall can @M/‘CO“ = Jm
accommodate 125 people and the small hall is suitable for up
to 25 people. In the past the halls have been used for brid-
al showers, graduation parties, small weddings, Sweet Sixteen
parties, baptismal parties, birthday parties, meetings, funeral 1605 Helderberg Ave.

receptions and a variety of other functions. Please contact Rich- Rotterdam, NY 12306 « 518.355.5770

ard Pidgeon at 518 356-0288 for information regarding pricing, 5216 Western Tpke « P.O. Box 430
e L S T o Guilderland, NY 12084 « 5118.356.5925

demarcostone@nycap.rr.com
www.demarcostonefuneralhome.com

Funeral Home, Inc. — since 1921

Independent Family Owned & Operated

John M. Polimeni g
Town Supervisor HL

Salow & Blswout Bar

ANN MARIE CARNEY
1100 Sunrise Boulevard OWNER-STYLIST-MAKEUP ARTIST
Rotterdarny NY. 12306 1570 HELDERBERG AVE. SCHENECTADY, N 12306

(518) 346-7600  CELL (518) 378-5053

Email: jpolimeni@townofrotterdam.gov ~ 518-355-7575 ext. 393

IF YOU LIVE FOR IT,
DEAN ATTANASIO WE'LL HELP YOU PLAN FOR IT.

President/CEO

a2l Patrick A Di Cerbo,
B.A., MSFS, ChFC®, CFP®
Wealth Management Advisor

1233 FORT HUNTER ROAD 5182818200
| patdicerbo.com

B L B SCHENECTADY, NY 12303

STORE: (518) 356-4364

CELL: (518) 356-4364  info@caribbeanpoolsny.com Nt orthestomn Mkl
deanattanasio@me.com www.caribbeanpoolsny.com m

07-1012©2020 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwatkee, Wi (Northwestern Mutual),

L 5ig G Mickey Valletta

Seamless
Gutters

» Gutter Guards \ AUDIO AND
: APPLIANCES

: 3125 Carman Road, Schenectady, NY 12303
» Free Estimates 518-355-1020 518-573-4070 Cell
www.townetv.com mickey@townetv.com

» Fully Insured

* Locally Owned “Where you always get the Best in Townell”

SONY:
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FI.OORING & INTERIOR heurad.

_.(ﬂeesrgﬂ/

e

X
(KK

Family owned since 1963
Leonard R. Angers 15 Angers Avenue (Rotterdam)

Michael Masucci ) .
Michael E. Litz  Schenectady, NY 12303
518-489-4106 * Fax 518-489-1184 118 Everett kka. Cheryl Angers  518-355-8030
www.tedsfloorcovering.com Albany, NY 12205 Renee McDonald Contact@angersandlitz.com

BEST WISHES TO LODGE 321 Helping dreams. come true
Oxford Heigts across the Capital Region

APARTMENTS Ame do re?;g(

Guilderland
Find your dream apartment. Call today! H O M E S
518-456-4822 « oxfordheights@burnsmgmt.com Surround Yourself with Excellence!

Visit us at oxfordheights.com
6211 Johnston Road « Albany, NY 12203 amedorehomes.com

FUNERAL HOME

ROSSIZ /(( %,/DITORO

Every life deserves a time of honoring and celebrating

David J. Ditoro, Funeral Director Ol Stat et

518-374-0854 Schenectady

www.rossiditorofuneralhome.com 518-346-6992 ¢ www.marinosflyingpizza.com

.;4‘ ‘L‘ Jennifer Harris
PETR‘ACCIONE Community Manager

LICENSED PLUMBING CONTRACTQRS

Oxford Heigts
164 Cordell Road 6211 Johnston Road,
e Albany NY 12203 jharris@burnsmgmt.com

Schenectady, NY 12303 0 518- )
Tel: 518-372-612 www.Ips-plumbing.com 1 518-456-4822 www.burnsmgmt.com

Fax: 518-372-61¢

Liberty o Equality e Fraternity
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AUGURI A TUTTI!

The following Sons and Daughters of
Lodge 321 will celebrate a birthday
this month. Be sure to wish them a

Buon Compleanno on their special day.
BIRTHDAYS

7
1:8%
19
20.
27

28
24,
25.
26.
27

. Ron Cirincione, Tina Coons,

Kathyrn Thompson

. Sharyn Sabatini, Joe Tronco

. Paul Cieszynski, Doreen Ditoro

. Vincent Aceto, Paul Leclaire

. Patty DelLorenzo, Wayne Slingerland
. Dolores Scalise

. Mario Mastroianni

. Joe Marcello, Candida Suraci
. Joe Chrys
. Domenico Dimatteo

. Antonietta Fazzone, Victor Mazzotti
Mickey Valletta, Thomas Servidone

Anthony Di Carlo

Anthony Cervera, Tom Tagiacchi
Gloria Mastroianni

Carmella Cervera

Leonard Angers, John DeMarco,
John Izzo, Ann Whelan, Patricia McGarry

John Della Porta

Michael Dagostino

Robert Godlewski

James Dominelli, Terry Durant

Randi Carrey

MEET CONSTANTINO BRUMIDI

Constantino Brumidi, often referred to as the Michelangelo of the United States
Capitol, was born in Rome in 1805. Brumidi was one of three Roman artists
commissioned to restore the Raphael frescoes in the Vatican Loggia. In 1952
he was exiled to the United States because of political activities. Shortly after
his arrival in New York City he filed his intent to become a citizen of the United
States. He took out his final naturalization papers in Washington D.C. in 1857.

In 1855 he was hired to decorate the Agriculture Committee Room in the Capitol
Building and in doing so he provided the first fresco in America. His brush was
busy in succeeding years and the Capitol was his canvass. His work included
the Senate reception room, the Senate Appropriations Committee room, the
President’s room in the Senate extension, The Senate floor corridors, the House
of Representative Chamber, the House of Representatives committee room, the
Capitol Rotunda which contained his magnificent frescoed frieze of 15 histori-
cal groupings capped by his huge frescoed canopy on the ceiling of the Capitol
dome which measured 4,664 square feet of concave fresco. His work flourished
until his tragic fall while working on the Rotunda frieze. Brumidi died in 1880
and was buried in an unmarked grave in Glenwood Cemetery. SEVENTY-TWO
YEARS LATER, in 1950, Congress authorized a bronze marker for his grave.

In 1966 The Senate and House Joint Committee on the Library passed a res-
olution authorizing and directing the Library to procure a marble bust of Con-
stantino Brumidi and to cause such a bust to be placed in the corridor, known
as the Brumidi Corridor, on the first floor of the Senate wing of the Capitol. The
Brumidi bust was sculpted of carrara marble in Pietrasanta, Italy. In 2008 Con-
stantino Brumidi was posthumously awarded the Congressional Gold Medal by
President George W. Bush.

CONTACT & HOURS

Phone: 518-355-7500

Address: 2984 Hamburg Street
Schenectady, NY 12303

Email: osialodge321@gmail.com

Website: www.osialodge321.org

Facebook: Order Sons of Italy in America
Gabriele d’Annunzio Lodge 321

Hours: Open 8:30am - 10:30am Daily

6:30pm - 10:00pm Mon - Fri

THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

It is nice to receive recognition for a job well done and periodically the Lodge
receives letters thanking it for a job well done by its members. The following
letter was received recently - Mr, Joseph Battaglia, President

Dear Mr. President,

I would like to let you know: that on December 19, 2025 I sponsored a Christmas
party at our Lodge for the Niskayuna Transportation Dept. and what a wonderful
Joyous time they had. They were extremely appreciative of the facility and the
hospitality they received and the socializing of some of our current members.
They were so happy that they want me to secure a date for next Christmas
and maybe another event which I will take care of in due time. Also, a special
thanks to John DeGeorgio for his outstanding and professional courtesies behind
the bar.

Again, my personal thanks, President Joe, and to all the members who make
our SOI a very special entity.

Respectfully submitted,
Joe Lazzari - Member

Thanks to Mr Lazzari for a very nice letter, greatly appreciated.

Liberty o Equality e Fraternity
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Sons of Italy in America Lodge 321
Gabriele D’Annunzio
2984 Hamburg St
Schenectady, NY 12303
Tel: (518) 355-7500
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Current Resident
or

~ Calendario Di Gabriele

Officers’ Meeting

UPCOMING LODGE EVENTS

February 2 at 7 PM Super-Bowt-Party~ ~Febreary-8 SprT
General Membership Valentine’s Day Dinner February 14 6 PM
February 16 at 7 PM Surday-Breateast Fobriameey  -o=sii4
Riunione Degli Ufficiali Festa Dellal Do_nne March 8 Noon
2 Febbraio 7 PM St. Joseph’s Dinner March 21 6:30 PM
Sunday Breakfast March 22 9-11 AM
Assemblea Generale Fich Frv Take Out April 3 4-6 PM
16 Febbraio 7 PM SRR e _ pid
Wine Tasting Contest/Pinner May 8 J (o 2 PM

- DATAFLOW

PRINT. SINCE 1958

Contact us for all your printing needs! Large & small format
documents, indoor & outdoor signage, business cards,
window graphics, construction drawings and more!

518.463.2192 GODATAFLOW.COM

EMAUGHEY INSURANCE AGENCY

INSURING OUR COMMUNITY

PATRICK M. DICESARE cic

O 518399.1583

PO Box 467

C:518.424.2332
PAT@HAUGHEYAGENCY.COM

DATAFLOW - JAK SIGNS - National Direct < THITNK

850 SARATOGA ROAD
BURNT HiLLS, NY 12027
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